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The Da Vinci Institute
Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes
May 20, 2005

A meeting of the Board of Directors was held Friday, May 20, 2005 in the Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education (OSRHE) Library Conference Room. President Jack Bryant called the meeting to order
at 12:13 p.m. Other Directors and Advisory Board members attending were Dr. Mary Broadnax, Kyle
Dahlem, Dr. Tim Faltyn, Scott Hale, Dr. Marvin Lamb, Susan McCalmont, John Mccarroll, Billi Kaye
Meacham, Dr. Phil Moss, Dr. Mark Parker, Dr. Ramona Paul, Dr. Flo Potts, and Dr. Peter Sherwood.

Introduction of Guests. No guests attended the meeting.
Approval of the Minutes. Dr. Tim Faltyn moved and Dr. Flo Potts seconded his motion to approve the
April 15, 2005 meeting minutes as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
Financial Report. Treasurer Linda Tiller was unable to attend the meeting. The April financial report
will be presented at the next regularly scheduled Board of Directors' meeting.
Scholar Update. Billi Kaye Meacham reported that Sonic Corporation had been invoiced for their final
$5,000 installment for the Scholars' Program but payment had not been received to date. When this
payment is received, $10,000 will be available to make distributions for 2003 and 2004 Scholars'
stipends, Materials/Supplies, and Professional Development benefits. She also stated that no funds are
currently available for 2005-2006 or 2006-2007 Scholar distributions.
She reported that she had e-mailed all scholars except Steven Hughes requesting that all claims with
required documentation for 2004-2005 benefits be sent to her postmarked no later than June 10 so these
distributions could be processed by June 30, 2005. Steven Hughes has not participated in any Scholar
activities required by the Scholars' Agreement nor made any claims for the two years following his
selection in April 2003. Mr. Hughes sent the Institute a letter confirming that he had not fulfilled his
commitment as a DaVinci Scholar. Therefore, he was not contacted concerning benefits for 2004-2005
and is no longer considered a participant in the Scholar Program. Ms. Meacham estimated that the
maximum distribution for 2004-2005 to Heather Wright (2003 Scholar) and Arlyn Brantley and Kevynn
Sanford (2004 Scholars) would be $11,000.
She also reported that both 2004-2005 Scholars, Arlyn Brantley and Kevynn Sanford and all three 2005 2006 Scholars, Paige Bergin, Shelley Cook and Elanna Lindenberg were registered for the A+ Schools
Summer Institute to be held in July on the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics' campus.
Kyle Dahlem, Scholar Committee Chair, presented a draft of guidelines to be used by the 2005 Scholars
when writing their Reflection Papers. John Mccarroll suggested that the Reflection Papers be used by
Da Vinci Institute for publication purposes, that a video of the scholars in action be produced, and a
longevity study be conducted to assess how their DaVinci Scholar experience impacted their classroom
teaching.
Following discussion of the advantages of making the Scholar Committee a standing committee rather
than an ad hoc committee, Dr. Tim Faltyn so moved. Dr. Marvin Lamb seconded the motion which
carried unanimously. It was also suggested that all scholars be provided each other's contact information,
that a board member be assigned to mentor each scholar, and that communication between the scholars
and Dr. Lang be finalized.

Update from Bylaws Committee. Dr. Mary Broadnax, Chair, reported that she had spoken to attorney
Rob Rainey who recommended that DaVinci Institute hire an attorney to review and revise the bylaws.
John Mccarroll volunteered to take the bylaws to the Oklahoma Education Television Authority atorney
for review.
Website Update. Scott Hale reported that he had contacted WSI, a group that developed websites using
"stock" components but customized the components to reflect the organization and its needs. He will
continue to pursue this contact as well as several other website developers and report back at the next
meeting.
Creativity Project Report. John Mccarroll reported that the project is moving well and rapidly and that
another grant supporting the project had been received. The project will require a two-pronged approach:
(1) a documentation component (OETA) and (2) a transformational component (DaVinci Institute). A
meeting has been set in Los Angeles June 22-.24 with national advisors Sir Ken Robinson, David and
Lizzie Kennard, and Ron Pompei to develop a project strategy.
OETA has begun the documentation component of the project. Kids' creativity programming is
scheduled to be aired Tuesday night, May 29, at 9:30 p.m. and will spotlight three Oklahoma children.
Creative Moments, focusing on Oklahomans who have or are making creative contributions in a variety
of areas, will begin at a later date. The purpose of this programming is to prompt Oklahomans to begin
thinking about the state's creativity past, present and future.
Strategic Planning Update. The schedules for the Friday, June 17, Strategic Planning Meetings were
finalized. The Executive Committee will meet at Linda Tiller's home from 9:00 - 11 :30 a.m. The Board
of Directors will meet at Sarkeys Foundation Conference Center from 1 :00 - 4:00 p.m. Frank Merrick,
Foundation Management, Inc., will facilitate the· meetings.
Lecture Series Update. Billi Kaye Meacham reported the following:
1.

Robert Lynch, President and Chief Executive Officer of Americans for the Arts. His current schedule
may not allow him to come to Oklahoma in June as a Da Vinci Lecturer as previously planned.
Current discussions indicate that his visit will be rescheduled after January 1, 2006.

2. David Steiner, National Endowment for the Arts, Director, Arts Education. Plans to come to
Oklahoma City September 15 and 16 as a DaVinci Lecturer.

3. David and Lizzie Kennard, internationally recognized documentary filmmaker and national advisors
for the Oklahoma Creativity Project. Scheduled to be in Oklahoma City October 10 - 14 providing
DaVinci lecture(s) on October 12 and/or 13. This will be a collaborative project with OETA and
DaVinci sharing the expense.
4. Nelson Shanks, internationally recognized portrait artist with Oklahoma ties. Mr. Shanks will be
doing a weeklong residency at OU and will serve as a DaVinci Lecturer during that week.
She also asked that board members provide names of individuals who could be invited to serve as
DaVinci Lecturers this next year. Specific identification of individuals who will serve as lecturers is
critical when requesting funding from various organizations.
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Old Business.
1. Oklahoma A+ Schools. Kyle Dahlem commented that she had attended the A+ Schools event at the
Capitol on May 10 when the new A+ Schools were recognized. She noted that she was disappointed
that DaVinci Institute was not mentioned or given credit as a founder of A+ Schools. She stated that
we need to keep this history alive and before the public as one of our significant accomplishments.
She suggested that information about the relationship between Da Vinci Institute and A+ Schools be
posted on the Oklahoma A+ Schools website and that it be shared with our new directors.
2. Other. Billi Kaye Meacham reported on the following:
•
•
•
•

•

Several payments for the April 5, 2005 Annual Banquet had not yet been received. Those
with outstanding balances will be contacted.
The Final Report for the Oklahoma Arts Council requesting $2,000 funding for Dr. Lang's
Lectureship is ready for submission.
A full version of the D&O insurance coverage has been received for review.
Employment Tax Reports for 2004 Quarters 3 and 4 have been filed with the Internal
Revenue Service and the Oklahoma Tax Commission. Although no taxes are due, there may
be penalty and interest charges.
Arrangements have been made with Luton and Company to prepare future employment tax
reports. This will cost approximately $120 per year billed annually and the taxes to be paid,
based on current employee costs, will be approximately $385 per quarter or $1,540 per year.

New Business. 1. K-12 Drama Certification. Dr. Marvin Lamb recently received an e-mail from Dr. John Clinton
asking ifDaVinci wanted to participate with the State Department of Education in developing a K-12
drama certification. Following Dr. Lamb's review ofDaVinci's role in developing the certification
for K-12 dance education and Dr. Paul's review of the standard process for certification, the board
decided that this was a part ofDaVinci's mission and that Dr. Lamb should notify Dr. Clinton that we
will participate in the drama certification process.
2. Future Board of Director Meetings. Following discussion, the directors asked Billi Kaye to canvas
directors by e-mail to determine their interest in adding video teleconferencing as an option for board
meetings.
3. New Directors. In order to identify a pool of potential board members, the board asked Billi Kaye to
e-mail current directors for names of individuals that they believed would have a strong interest in
and be willing to serve on the board. These names will be forwarded to Jack Bryant who will present
them to the Nominating Committee.
Adjourn. The next Board of Directors meeting will be June 17, from 1 :00 - 4:00 p.m. at the Sarkeys
Foundation Conference Center, Norman, for the purpose of Strategic Planning.
There being no other business, Dr. Phil Moss moved that the meeting be adjourned. Dr. Mark Parker
seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously. The meeting adjourned.
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Respectfully submitted:
Billi Kaye Meacham
Executive Director
July 15, 2005

Approved Without Changes

~

15, ~§ ~

Approved With Changes ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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DaVinci Institute
Board of Directors' 2005 - 2006 Meeting Dates

All meetings are scheduled from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. Members will place orders for their
lunch prior to the start of the meeting and may pay by cash or by credit or debit cards.
Approximately 1 O days prior to the meeting, you will receive an e-mail requesting that you RSVP
for the upcoming meeting. Please respond promptly. You will also receive by e-mail a copy of
the minutes of the previous meeting for your review. Although we have requested the Regents'
Library Conference Room for the January through June meetings, these dates cannot be
confirmed until other meetings are set. This information should be available by mid- to late
September.

July 15, 2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

August19,2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

September 16, 2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

October 21, 2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

November 18, 2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

December 16, 2005

Regents' Library Conference Room

January 20, 2006

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

February 17, 2006
March 24, 2006
April 21, 2006
May 19, 2006
June 16, 2006

July 14, 2005

DaVinci Institute

Potential Dates for 2005 - 2006 Strategic Planning Retreat

September9

Friday

September 12

Monday

September 13

Tuesday

September 14

Wednesday

September 16

Friday

September 19

Monday

